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judg-2. 10,17. A*d-«l/o aff that G reration w re gathered to theiw fathers; i *d 1 >< 
there aroſe 4 other Generation after th-m, which x-ew not the Zard nor yet the] 
worys 2 bich bt bad deve for Iſrael —— The, torwed q:10hty att of the war, |, 
which th. ir. fathers walgcd is, ob:yirg the Command nents of the Lord ; 6: +. Ky 
* - the: did not (0 ; 
43'4z5. — O r fatbers bave told ws e will -6t bid, then fron 21.4 
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Bcl ved inthe Lord Jeſus, 


Ow the gracious Preſence of God did accompany your 7 antu- 
full, and now bleſſed Paſtur, during the tim? of bis Mini 
ſtration (even for the ſpace of Eleven years) un the Goſpct 
amongft you, it needs not, (nor is it meet) for me to [ay, your 
ſelves having been witneſſes thereo/, and many airor, ft you 

bring the ſeals of his Miniltry, I bave heard it from [14 y of you 04-22 ty 
his catter time you obſerved more then ordinary of Goi to be ta bin and with 
bim : 18 which 7. (þ: it may be preſumed, that any thing of tus will of wels 
come to you, out more eſpecially his laſt Labours. 1%: Fore te enſuing 
Sermons ae commended to your ſtrious and pratftical piirvſall | 
What is bere Publiſhed, u done from your Vaſtors Notes, as left written 
with bis own hand, which indeed come every way ſhort of what the ſame 
S:ymons were when delivered viva voce, Had himſelf emitted then, they 
would bave been farre more accurate. Nevertb*lc/s, 1 was williag that 
theſe ſhould come forth, becau'e the Matter thereia contain'd is weighty 
ard Spirituall, and the Manzey of bandliag [criows aud ſearching; and 
partly becavſe thry were bus laſt Sermons It is ſaid, 2 Sam.24. 11 Now 
theſe be | the Lift words ) of David rhe (weer finger in Iſt ael * Remarkavie 
words they are, becauſe the laſt words. Some ob(erve, that th: Swan a little 
b:fore death ſings the moſt ſweetly. Theſe Sermons are the Cygnez (con- 
riones) Canriones ( as {ang Whitakers Lift $ men 55 70! wifitly ſtyled) 
the Sy3n»like Songs of him that was once 4 [week Sing't 44 your 4;v 4! 
At : 


- 


To the Church and Inhabitants 
The dyirg whrds of a F they are to be much remembred : Bebold, here are 


F } * the dyi-g (ad yet livirg) Sermons of bin tbat was your Spiritual Fae 

\ th r. 
of a0 , But <þ-ciall; I was iiclia'd to Publiſh what 15 bere preſcited to yor, 
go breauſe th: dying Couniel which my Rev:rerd Fathrr ('0 ryn #y ay49 
W's 1 ft with mt, was, that 1 ſhould ſcrio:ſly endeavonr the good of the Riſcig 
- £4 (4) Sce my Gereration ia this Country (a). that my Fath:s [aid 34 the partic lars 
} OR. Fathers Lif:, ad circumſtances of it, 1 commuticated ts my Bruthtr, (a Brothcy be was 


P. 27- _ to me oy Nature, as w ll as in the Lord, nhich laſt 1s tadeed, as the 
(b) Fratr's inb Ancient obſerv*s, the greaftft aid beſt Frater-ity) which occaſjoacd 
ſec:l» fratres ia bim to Preach theſe Sermoas, and canſcth me now to expoſe th-m to publick 
Doni's,. que vi.w, that ſs you _ that are of the Riſing Gun ation, rot ord; 
woo, + poſterior major in Northampron, but is other places in this Country, may ( if ut be the 
»*. Mt & mel or mull of Goto ulef Exdeators that way) b: awakncd to £0: ſad-v the things 
frateraitas. that belong to your peace , ard that before th:y are bid from your eyes, 

Ambrof. _ However, what is bere done (hall turn tor a Teſtimony. + 
« $471 T4 nai There was another Sermon intended by the Author, which ſho: 1d btwe 
wicttad$rg:s. bien direftory to thoſe of the Riſing Generation , as additio7all ty the 
Chryl. OMotives which corcern thim ; But (as Elihu ſpeaketh in another caſe) 
at this my hearc trembleth, a4 1s moved out of his place, that tho/e 
who are the (pes gregis, the Hope of the ſacceeding Generation, ſhould 
by the Lord be ſaatched away, wh:n they art in the midſt of their dayes, 
and alſo in th# midſt of faithfull Eadravorrs for tht good of therr*Gene- 
* Mr. Cottox rations. That bl:fſed Mas * , unto nb New-tngland doth wader 
jn his ſermon God owes it [elf more then unto any man, was mich moved whe b & on: Mie 
on Pſ4.116.15«niſter, bejag young in years, was taken away by death, Becaule (ſaid be) 
preached up- it portends evil to the Rifing Generation. hat ſhall we [ay then, whes 
on occaſion of zo: one, but many [xch are taken away ? Is there not evil to come? Is if 
the death of nothing, that befades former Strokes, which have bren exceeding awfull 1x4 
M ob Oliver. tremendous, the laft year, within the ſpace of a Twelve-mozeth, #0 l:ſi then 
Eight perſons were taken, that were to or 1ſracl as the Chariars an the 
*'Horſemen thereof ? 15 it nothing that ſeace that, cen this Tear al/s, of 
thoſe in the Miniftry amorgft our ſelves, a greater number then that have 
been near ants death? 0) that 1 might prove 4 falſe Tropbrt when 1 of ten 
ſay, The Goſpel | fear is gaing, the Lord Jeſus is departing from theſe 
(c) Vide his Coaſts. But it nil be well if Divine(c)Herberts words prove #0t or4culous, 
Poems of the vix. Thar the Sun of the Goſpel which is come into theſe Weltern 
Church Mili. parts of the World, ſhall return again from hence, ill the Lord do 
tant, any thing, ard not reveal it unto bis ſervants the Prophets 5 O 7 Prophets 
bave feretold us of theſe dayes. "To ſuppreſs what ſome of Lite upos 
F Deatb-beds bave expreſſed : Our Prophers and our Fathers bave fore- 
warned ws of what is like to come. Renowned Hooker would many times 
expreſs bis f.ers, that God would puniſh the wanton ſpirit of P rofeſ« 
tors in New-Englaxd towards Magiſtrates and Niniſters, wich the loſs 
and want of able men in both Orders. 15 not this fulfilling ? Some, it 
Is 


, thim, and is m 1c to thoſe that ſurvive. Bit if it br ſs, bow then cometh 


of Northampton, - 


3s tre, that bave 186 mach of that fpirit which was in the Wild. rneſs of ., 
od, whe it was ſaid, You Moſes and Aaron have killed the people 
of the Lord, think that God bath taken away his Servants in wrath ts 


it to paſs that breaches are not made up a*ain? Thrre bave be:n many 
bereaved Congregations of late; Eith:y tle Lord raiſcth »p uo $yp}l/ 
at all for thum, or it is long firſt, or it 3s in ſuch a way as cauſ:th many 
fad thovghts of heart. $.y.ly the/e thiags proriuum aloud, that thiye is 
wrath it Heaven a7 inſt us, if we tuyn not to bim that [miteth us $*all 
we wot oe afraid wh © the Trumpet bath been blown ? Not oncly th: Trumpet 
of Gads works, b't of his 1rord allo bath { aaded Iud in our cars. Shall 
it be forgottea that the Lord did long fence tir up the Spirit of that bol; 
Mun of God. Mr. Shepard, to Preach many Sermons from 2 Chron. 12 g? 
The are ſol:mn Paſſazes is thoſe Sermons, too many bere to b: mentioncd. 
Ard el/wheve ths ſame Author bath aw{ull Erxprofſuons. In one place be 
thigs ſpe.tketh, (4) O New-England, New-Englarnd! 1 daie not yer tell (4) On the 
thee what Chriſt Ieſus hath co ſay to thee. 14 another place thus ; Paiable of the 
(e) Verily Iam afraid ſuch a diſmall night is rowards— fich fore Virgins, p. g6- 
/M Rions of Famine, War, Blood, Mortality, { Deab of Gods pre- (e) In Sound 
cious Scruants efpecialty ) that the Lord will fill the hearts of all Char: Believer, p. 250 
cies, Families, Chriſtians, that ſhall be ſaved in thoſe dayes, with ſuch prf Edir. - 
rendings, rearings,ſhikings, anguiſh of ſpirir, as ſcarce never more in 

the worſt days of our forefathers, & that this ſhall continue until the 

remnant that eſcape ſhall ſay, Bleſſed is he thar comethin the Name 

of the Lord; Bleſſed be the face and feet of that Miniſter that ſhall 


come unto us in Chriſts Name. Ad again, (f) Verily the time draw. (f) 1id.p.346." 


eth on, wherein the Lord will come for fruits from tvs Vineyard, and 

if he findes it nor, aſſuredly he will not be beholding to us for obe. 

dience, | He can raiſe bis glory out of other people, and carry bis Goſpel 

to them | who ſhall bring forth the frairs of ir, [ The Lard wilt ſbortly 

lay bis Ax to the Root of our ed hn if we will nor ſerve the Lord 

in this good Land, in the abundance of peace and mercy, we ſhall 

ſerve cur enemies in hunger,cold,and nakedne(s. Thus be. And (g) an- (g) Mir. Norton 

other that was once 4 famous Seer jn our 1/r4el, bad ſolema thoughts can- in the Life of 

cerning this thirg, who [aith, Now our Candleſticks cannot but lamenr Mr.  (otton, , 

in dz kneſs, when their Lights are gone; and the thrones of David p, 46,47 

mourn, that ſo many of our late Worthies can be ſeen there no inore; 

our defireable men that remain, remove from us, and few there are 

that return. And as for thoſe that riſe up amongſt our ſelves, ſuch is 

the portion of this Jionſolaih thar though for her time ſhe hath nor 

been an unfruitful Mother, yet) they are but few thar will guide her 

amongſt all the ſons whom the ath brought forth, yea very few that 

take her by the hand of all the ſons that the hath brought up. What 

the Coanſel of the Lord 13 concerning the bereaved Churches of 

New-Eagland, is 4 ſolemn and awful Meditation, The non-ccnfider+ 
Az} 1. 
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ing that the righteous is taken away from the evil ro come, was a f1 in» 
proomatical and rhrearning incogitarcy in 1/azahs time, Kc- 

Now if the I 8/4 ſhout 1 be provoked tv deprive Cuccceding Generations 
of th: Gofel, N w- England nbich hath Ga a G' ſhen, will brcome 162 
darkeſt place under Heaven T.t 1 ca-io! but bare /irtier take notice of 
the weighty words bich are fallen rom 4 judicions Por wiiting to a people 
that oce exjorrd griat and pricious M 4150 gras; Such a lamentable 
(»)Dr. Tuckney condicion « ſaith (1) be) hath been and may be he Jor of ſuch pl+. 
in his Epiſtle ces and people which Gcd hath ſomerimes highly konomed, when 
on Mr. { ettors they grow fat and wanton together. B t#- h1'4 proved B:th-4v'2, 
Book of Eccl:ſ+ 1n afrer-time we finde young profane Mockers in B.th:l, and ſcornful 

Neutersjn Pea. Go ro Sbileh : Think of the ſometimes glorious 

Churches of 4ſi2 : As Empires and Kingdomes, (» particular Chur. 

ches have their periods. I have ſometimes on purpoſe viſiced fome 

places where God hath before planted lis Church, and a fai:hful Mi. 

niſtry, ro ſce if 1 covId diſcern any footſteps and remembz3ances of 

ſuch a mercy, and lo they were a1] grown over with thorns, and ner. 

rles had covered rhe face thereef, and the ſtone wall chereof is bro 

ken down : and which is more ſad, in ſume of them never, in others 

very hardly built vp again; Geo:l proviig ſevere when we groy wan 

ton, and FA as he removerh the Candleſtick, when we play or fight 

by the light of the Caidleſe: up in ic: So he is very hardly induced 

to ſet jt vp 2g3in in that place where it hath bcen wantenly or fro. 

wardly pur our. There are more hopes of recovering a particular 

perſon fallen, by virtue of an Everlaſting Covenant made with him ; 

buc a particular Church or people (unlets it be that of the Fay, 

who in the great lubile after their RejeRion ſhall again return ty 

their former poſſeſſions) cannot claim the like priviledge of ſuch a 

Covenant, The Ark never returned to the ſame place from whence 

ic wa$Sin 2 way of judgement removed, And the glory cf the Lord, 

when after its gradual removes was at laſt quite gone from the firlt 

Temple, was not fully reſtored in the ſecond, untill Chriſts firſt 

_ eoming, nor will it be in their Reje&ion till his ſccond, I think 

there will be found very few inſtances of Gods Pre/e/ce and Ordinane 

ces long o_ by a people, and after abuſed and rejeRed, if there. 

| R up loſt, cafily (if ar all) reſtored. The Faith once delivered to 

(4) See hisIet- tho Sins, is not wont to be either received or loſt the ſecond 

cers roD. Tw)/s rime, ec. Haec ile, 1 omit bore th: (oneeture of Leayaed (1) Mede, 

&-coajeftura & zz the Apocalyptical Gg axd IM! agng (hall ariſe out of America, Or 

Gogo & Mugog0 niking v8 (k) difference between the Cuildren of the Church, and the Chil- 
(k) See a= 1,4 of Infidels, bath a dirctt tendency thereunto. 

ſong Teſtimony Now (Mercy foibid that thee things ſhould ver be virificd upon News 

againſt thys England. Tet it maſt needs 0: acgnowl. deed that the Goſpel bath uot ves 

evilin the En- ;,atued a it ought to have b:en. 
ſuing $<1mons gy 'pjloved) althugh 11,45 tons pofeny 1 interd not thereby any re- 
P-24325» ft: ties 
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fiction upon you who were the peculiar Charge of bim whoſe dying 
wor ds are thus revived before you. Tos have approved yow ſluts an 
obedient prople unto them who have had the rule overyw O:t it + 
remaineth Brethren, that you be ftedfaſt in the F.14th and Qrdev of th: Ge» 
Þ:1, which your bleſſed Paſtor did from th: Lord 3 firaft 184 34. Ree 
miei8ber al/o his Colverſation. Som? of your ſelves obſerved, that in 
his latter years be grew exceedingly in th* grict of Go1. which cau/ed you 
to fear and ſay that you ſhould ant enjoy bum long, decuuſe you ſaw that be 
was rige for H:aven. 


Sic Roſt fic Violz prima moriuntur in herba, 
Candida nec coto lilia menſe nirene. 


Follow him as be followed Chgift + Then as you were bis Foy brre, you 


will be bis (row, when y04 ſhall ſee him again in another and « better 
world. I vt, 


From my Study ir 8effox Yours in the Lord Jeſus, 
in NE, 1. 1+ 1671+ 


Increaſe Mather. 
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1 Kings 8. 57, 
The Lord our God be with us, as be was with our fathers : 
let him not leave us, nor fo. ſale us, 


N the beginning of this Chapter we have the Hiſtorical 
Relation of a —_ Aſſembly of the Repreſentative 
Body of 1ſrael, the end whereot was the bringing in the 
Ark of God into its proper place; from vey. 1, to6. 

This occaſion So/omon improves unto the manifeſtation of his 
Piety towards God, and Reſpet towards 1/racl, as will be evi- 
dent by taking a view of the ſeveral parts of this Chapter, 
which are four : 

1, His BenediRtory Oration, from ter.14, to 22. 

2, His famous Prayer, from ver.22, to 54, 

3. The Bleſſing of his People, to ver.62. 

4. His Feſtivals, or offering Sacrifice, from ey. 62, to the 
end, The Text fills within the third of theſe, /cil. His Bleſ- 
ſing : Where we have 

Firſt, Athankful Acknowledgement of Gods mercy, ver.56. 

Seconaly, A renewed Praiy:r for Gods Preſence, in this verſe, 
So that this Verle is an earnelt Petition, expreſl:d 

1, Affirmatively, by way of Supplication, 

2. Nevatively, by way of Deprecation. In the former we 
have 1, The Petition it ſelf, The Lord our G94 be with we. 

B 2, That 
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2. The Muſtration, As he was with our fathere, Inthe latter 
thzreis a gemination of the ſame Requeſt, by divers expreſ- 
{tons importing the ſme thing, Lee him not leave ws, nor 7or- 
(.; "p ts. 'And allthis is to rote the weightineſs ot the thing 
prayed for, and earneſtneſs of deſire that it might be granted, 
Whcm.c: the Dufrine to be obſerved trom the words, 15, 


That the Contin».:mce «of the Lords ovacions Preſence with 4 
People, from fathirs to thilaren after them, w a (preicl favour 
of God, and much to be acfired by all that are coraial to the 
weal of the Iſrac! of Goa, Or thus: That the Lora would 
be gracior fly preſext with the ſucceeding Generation, as ke was 
with their t.athers, not leaving nor f.,rſaking of them, 1s th: 
orcat deſire of thoſe that wiſh well to the Lords people, 

See ſome Scriptures for this, 

That the Lords gracious Preſence is a ſpecial favour, and 
much to be delired, ſee Gen.26.3, This we ſee was AZeſes his 
great requelt, 7x04. 33.15. 9.4. whit is an Angel without 
thee? what is C4112 without thee? See alſo 7/4. 1.5. and 
7:43.6.16. And that the ſuccetlion of the Lords Preſence 
tom one Generation to another, is eſpecially to be deſired, ſee 
1 Ch-cn,22.10, and 28.20, P/al 90.16. 

A few words b:i:fly for the Explication of this Doctrine ; 
App'icatioa b-ing the main thing intended, 

Queſt.1. #'hat i meant by the Lords being with them ? 

Anſw, Virlt, thereis an Eſſ:3:i:l Preſence of God, whereby 
he is every where; not excluded out of Hell, P/al.139.7. this 
is not the ching that Solomon prayes for here, 

Secondly, there is a Gracio' Preſence of God , and this is 
the thing here delired : and this contains as much good as poſ- 
ſibly can be deſired; univerſility, fulneſs, perpetuity of good 
is in the Lords gracious Preſence. This in the inchoation of ir 
is the beginning of Hc-aven, in the perfeRion of it tis the 
compleatment of Heaven, Now Golds graciouſly preſem 
divers wayes, ha 

1. By his Provi lence, there is a ſpecial Providence of G14 
towards his Pcopie, the Lord doth i « ſpecial inanner” ſee and 

| take 
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take notice of his people, as here ver. 29. His ayes are open 
pon his Temple, and upon his Church continually, 2 Chron, 
16.9. preſerving and providing for them, Gen.28.20. & 48. 
15,16. Heb.13.5,10. and protecting of them, 7/1.43.2. and 
comforting of them, Chap.41.17. 

2. By his Ordinances , whether in Church or Common- 
wealch. In this reſp«&t was So/omne Petition ; The Temple 
was a viſible Teſtimony of Gods Preſence, as here ver.13, An 
hwſe for the Lord to dwell in, a fetled place for him to abide in , 
and therefore the name of that place where Ordinances are 
ſer up, and managed with power and glory, is ſaid to be Feho- 
vah-Shammah, Ezck. 48. 35. The works of God are ſeen in 
the SanRuary, Pſal.68. 24. 

3. By hu Spirit, working grace in the heart : there is the 
in-dwelling Preſence of God in the Heart, as ina Temple 


Rev.3.:0. Sup with them, 1, e, Keep a Continual fealt in their 


hearts, 

Queſt, 2, what is here meant by fathers ? 

Anſ. In generall , Al! Superionrs, and Anceſtors, There are 
fathers by natural generation ,, immediate, aS Abraham tO Iſaac, 
of mediare, Ina word, all Progenitors, Dext.10.28, Fathers 
by age, 1 0h.2.13. Fathers by office, in a Civil ſenſe, 2 Kings 
5. 13. and ina Spiricual ſenſe, 2 Kings 13.14. Thoſe that are 
inſtrumental in regeneration of ſinners, arc Spiritual fathers 
to them, 1 Cor.4.13. 

Queſt.z3, What i meant by leaving or forſaking a people, wich 
& the contrary to be with wa ? : 

Anſ. Theſe two words note the ſame thing , one and the 
ſame thing is implied under theſe divers expreſſions : but the 
wordis doubled, to fignifie earneſtneſs of deſire not to be lefr, 
9.4, Do net lit any thing befall ws, that may look like leaving or 


forſaking. To the more ſull underſtanding of what is intended 


hereby. it will be convenient to ſhew the various acceprations 
of theſe two exprrſilions, 1. Leaving, is ſometimes taken for 


committing to anothers truſt, Gen.39.6. q.d, Let ns not be com- 
mitted unto others, 2. To deſiſt, or break off from a thing, , 


746 9:27. ſo here; 9.4. Do = break off former kindnefs : 


That 
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That fairhfulneſs and mercy that fathers had experience of; $6 + 
not puc a top to it at their children, bur let there be a ſucceſ- 
ſion of grace to their Succeſſors, 3. To calt off by way-of 
contempt, Prev.3.3. Hoſ.4.i1. And for that word For/ekg, 
ic ſignitics liberty, or freedome in leaving, 1 Sam.9.5. So hetg, 
when the Lord gives over to care for a p:ople, and (uffers chzm 
to do as they will, and ſhift as they can, then he forſath.+ 
2., To looſen, or break in pieces : 1/4.33 3. when tacklings are 
looſened, and the.Lord ſets a people adritr as it were, anyl lets 
them go off to Sea, then doth he torſake. 3. To pluck up and 
break down, 1/2.168, the word there is the ſame thar is in the 
Texr, 4, To ſcatter, Zudg.15.8. So here Solomos prayes that 
| tze Lord would not ſuffer them to be ſcattered. 
Quelt.4. why ſrould we thu pray ? and why in ſpecial for the 
Lords Preſence to ſucceeding Generations ? 
Reaſ. 1. Becauſe of the good that t« in the enjoyment of Goas 
Preſerce, even all good, Gen.17.1. Pſal.z0.5. & 63.3. Have 
b him, and have all : A maa cannot want light if he have the Sun, 
nor water- if he have the Fountain, nor any good if be have 
Gad, P/al.23.4. | 
Re.iſ.2. Becauſe of the evil that enſueth if God leave : 1oe- 
to. ſuch, Hoſ.9.12. Wer to them when [ d'part from them, the 
Lord is angry indeed when it is thus. A Parent is angry when 
E. he calts his childe owt of doors, Dext.31.17. Aint anger foal 
- be kindied, an1 I will forſake them, many coils frall befall them, fo 
+; that they will ſay in that aay, Are not thiſe evils come vpn 11, be- 
»Canſe owr God us not amongſt wi? There is no help in Heaven for . 
us, if God leaveus: This is the bitterneſs and venome of all 
Gods Judgements, As every attiRion is ſweetened with Gods 
preſence, ſo the Lords derelition imbicters every aſHiction : 
this reachech the heart, P[z/.42.10, yea if CG.d leave a people, 
then they are ſure to be given up to utter ruin?, If the Soul 
leave the Body, it becometh loathſome, and mult be buried : ſo 
it.is here. To ſce a Soul forſaken of God is a doictul ſight, a 
flipod of vengeance then breaks in, and there is no bank to keep 
it-out : for it Godleave, all Creatures leav2 too, ſo that men - 
ſhall fade no ſuccour or fayour elſ[where , Then —— 
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* hands of Enemies, 2 Kings 21.14. Pſal.2t.11, yea, then men 
will be a terrour to then:ſelves, i Sam.28.15. 'In a word, to be 
caſt out of Gods preſence is the-beginning of Hell, Marth. 
Sa 

 loreover, there are ſpecial Reaſons why the Lords Preſence 
ſhould be dclired to ſucceeding Generations, which ſhall be 
but mentioned, 

Firſt, from the leſs to the greater : we deſire other bleſ- 
ſings for Children, much more ſhould we deſire this ; you de- 
ſire to leave an Inheritance co your Children, Prov. 13.22, &- 
15.14. there is much more reaſon to deſire that they mighe 
icheric the Lords bleſſing, 

$icondly, Becauſe they have as much need of the Lords Pre- 
ſence as their fathers , their fathers could not live and glorifie - 
God in their pnm—__ had not the Lord been with them, no , 
more can thole chat ſucceed them, there is like ground to de- 
fire for the one as for the other, in reſpet of need, that one 
hath as well as other : 1. In reſpe& of the weightineſs of 
the work; the work of one Generation is no leſs then of an- - 
other, which is to ſerve God, and adyance the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion, 2, InreſpeRof Inſtruments that carry on the work , 
Alas | poor feeble creatures, little children, and what can chil- 
dren do in Family-affairs? 1 Kings 3.7, 3. Inreſpet of Ad 
verſaries, difficulties : No age, 4 alwayes there is much to 
hinder the work of God, within are the ſame corrnprions, - 
Pride, Unbelief, and withont are the ſame or worſe eneniies ; : 
nay, later ages are and will be worſe then former, 2 Tim. 3.1. 

T hiraly, Becauſe this is the Generation-work of every one, - 
to pray and labour that the Lords Preſence may be with ſue- 
cecding Generations, 

Fonrthly, Such as do not thus, will incurre the brand of 
Apoſtates, and be caſt off from God for ever for caſting off - 
God, 2 Chron,15.2. 

Fifikly, Ie makes much for the glory of God, that the gra- 
cious Preſerice of the Lord ſhould be continued from fathers 
unto chuldren, therefore this is much co be dclired and- prayed . 
for, But to app!y this, 
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Uſe T1. Hence take notice what bottom and foundation it is 
that we ſtand on, all good is wrapped up in this, The Lords 
bring with us. Can we ſay that we are ſafe becauſe of tormer 
mercies ? The Lord hath been with us in dayes of. old,. bath. 
bleſſcd our fathers, and are we therefore ſecure? No verily, 
he that hath been wich them, may leave us , he that hath been 
a Saviour in former Generations, may become a wayfariog. 
man, as a man aſtonied that cannot ſave, 7er.14.8,9. If we 
forſake him, he will forſake us, notwithſtanding all former en- 
gagements. It is not what God hath done hererofore, that will 
make us a happy people at preſent : it's the wiſdome of a peo- 
ple to diſcern the Lords diſpenſation, P/a/.107.43. and an heavy 
ſad Judgement it is, not to diſcern the Lords departing, He. 2. 
Are you like to have good dayes? Are things like to go well 
in your time? Is Truth and Peace like to be in your dayes ? If 
the Lord be with y1uw, as he was with your fathers, then it will be, 
otherwiſe not, Oh therefore learn to know the footſteps of 
God in your own Souls, for the Lord draws near by his Spirir, 
and departs firſt by the Spirits departing , therefore conſider of 
this, have you as much of God as your fathers had ? 

Uſe If, Whatare we to think of them that never prayed 
ſuch a prayer as this is? Verily they bear little love to the 
place or people where they live, that never made this requeſt, 
Many pray for a good Harveſt, outward temporal mercies, but 
not for the Lords Preſence: yea, ſome there are that are nor 
ſenſible of the Lords departing from them, bur if they have 
outward Comforts, all is well, others care not for Gods Pre- 
ſence, Job 21.14. A miſerable frame this is : for, They that 
are far fromthe Lord ſhall periſh, Plal,73.26. 

Uſe III, Take notice of the Preſence of God, how he doth 
come or go, approach near, or draw off from us. If this be 
the great thing to be deſired, then ir is the duty of all to ob- 
ſerve, what grounds of hopes, what of fears, reſpeRing the 
Lords being with us, as in dayes of old, Much of the Lords 
Preſence hath been ſhewed unto this people in theſe Ends of the 
Ea'th, Dur. 32.2,10,11, We may truly ſay with the Church, 
P{ 1.44. 1,2. ye have heard with our ears, O God, onr fathers 
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have told us, what works thou didſt in thiir dayer, in times of el1, 
how thon aiiſt, &c. It ſtands all co tonfider (both ſuch of for- 
mer Generations, that are yet ſurviving, and thoſe of this other 
Geaeration, that are ſucceeding in the room of their fatkers) 
What is God with us as in times pait 2 God was with them,and 
is he with us as he was with them? Let us view the footſteps 
of God, and 1:.atk whether the Lord be with us as in dayes of 
old, And for that end 1 ſhall ſpread before you ſume Stgns «* 
the Lerds leaving a People, And the firſt is this, ; 

Firlt Sign. when the Lord gives wp 4 people to a ſlight ſhirit, 
not minding the Lords Preſence, whether with them, or farre 
off from them : Surcly the Lord cannot be very near unto 
that people, that are nor ſenſible of it. The preſence of Gods 
grace isa very evident ſenſible thing, ard therefore if men feel 
not this, nor mourn not for the want of ic, icis a ſymptome 
the Lord is withdrawn, Hence the Lord warns his people, 
Per.6.8. Be inſtruted, O Jeruſalem, leſt my ſoul depart from thee ; 
if unſcnſible, and unmindful, I will be gone further and fur- 
ther from you, fer.26, when people are left to a regardleſs 
heart, reſpeRing the tokens of the Lords diſpleaſure again!} 
them, Hof. 7.9. Gray hairs are here ana there npon them, and 
they know 1t rot ;, feel other things leave them, bur not the Lord, 
It 15 not with them as it was wont to be in reſpe& of Trade, 
the fruits of the Earth, &c. this they take notice of, bur take 
no notice how it is with them in reſpect of the Lords Preſence. 
Ir 44.17,18, Then we had plenty of widtuals, end were Well, and 
ſaw ro evil; but ſince wanted all things, have been conſumed ly 
the (word, and by the famine: They take notice of outward 
plenty, and outward ſcarcity, of abundance and plenty reſpect- 
ing things of chis life, bur as to the Lords Preſence wich them, 
rot a word ſpoken of that, As mens heagxs upon ſerious con- 


ſideraticn of the Lords nearneſs to, or Femoval from then, + 


are aff. ted or not affcRted therewith, ſo is the Lord anſwerat iy 
abiding wich, or leaving of a People. The Lordis farre gore, 
when there is no enquiry whether he be gone or no. Oh wh: 
cauſe of awakening upon this account ? What is the fiirring 
Enquiry of men in theſe dayes 2 What iy the ſolemn Enquiry 
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that paſſeth from man to man, from Plantation to Plantation, 
from Generation to-Generation ? Is this the Enquiry of the 
old and gray-headed, Oh, is the Lord with us as he was wont 
to be? Is this the demand of the Riſing Generation, Have we 
as much of the Preſence of God, as our fathers before us had ? 
Do we live as near, are we as much acquainted with God? ls 
the ſame Spirit poured out upon us that was on them ? 

2, When the Lord takss away the chicf Inſt raments and Means 
of his Priſence, and gracious Bl:ſſing to a People, When men 
have a minde to depart, and remove their dwelling, they will 
ſend away their Plare, and ſuch things as are of greateſt worth 
and price with them, ſo here : 1s not the Lord packing up the 
chief Goods he hath, and removing them away, when he takes 
away Props and Pillars ? this declares that he hath left the houſe, 
and cares not much though it tumbles down, 7a. 3. 1, 3,8. 
When Ordinances are gone, and they that ſhould diſpenſe them 
gone, this is a ſign that God himſelf is gone, 2 Chren.15.2, 
A Generall when he gives order to remove his Standard, it is 
an evidence that he himſelf is reſolved to go thence, ſo it is 
here: As ſuch are pledges of the Lords Preſence, ſo their re- 
moval, eſpecially when there are not others of the like grace 
and holineſs to ſtand up, and fill their places, declare that the 
Lord is upon his departure, Ir went full ill with /ſrac/ when 
7oſona, and the Elders that out-lived Zona were gathered to 
their farhers. It was a true and weighty ſpeech ot one, viz. 
Thu the Deaths of godly Elders, oft proves Deaths-day of Reli- 

ion, or at leaſt the day of Deaths wouna to Relinion, Its botha 
tign and an occaſion of degeneracy, and ſo of the Lords Spirit 
departing from a people, There a ſpecial hand of Gods Pro- 
widence exerciſed in the dece.iſe of bus Wortkies ,, It 1S either in 
great wrath, or in great mercy : If it awaken not to a Spirit 
of Mourning and Supplication, unfeigned ard univerſal Re- 
pentance, i:s a ſure iign its in wrath, and ſpeaks nothing but 
woe to that people, /{u.57.1. The righteoms periſhith, ond no 
m.mm laytth it to huart , and merciful min are taken away, none 


confraering that the righteous *. :.ch!n away from the vil ro come, 
When the Kings ſpeci?! Favourites are diſmiſſed from Court, 
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its a token the King intends to remove from that place, where 
his Majeſty was wont to reſide: So when God diſnifſcth his 
———_ ones, it is a ſign that he himſclf will be gone ere 
ong. 

; When outward proſperity is unſanifi:d, When the abonnding 
of remporal bleſſings is accompanied With the abonnaing of ſin. 
Though proſperity in it ſelf be of that nature, thar it is hard to 
judge of love or hatred, preſer.ce or.abſence of God, with or 
from a people thereby , yer as it is attended or accompanied, ſo 
it is evidential, though not in it ſelf, yet in the effe&ts and con- 
comirants, and conſequents of it ; when proſperity falls on a 
people that have learned to want as well as to abound, when 
creatures are means to convey divine favour from God, and 
hearty obedience unto God, then they are ſigns of the Lords 
preſence wich a people, Joel 2.26. But when men have proſpe- 
rity, outward riches, and know not what to do with chem, be- 
ſides making gods of them, this is a ſign that the Lords gra- 
cious preſence is not among a people, when men loſe Religion 
in the world, and what they get in temporals they loſe in Spt- 
rituals, F/a/. 106.15, Outward proſperity is a worm at the 
root of godlineſs, ſo that Religion dies when the World 
thrives, Dear. 28.47. & 32.15. There is ſometimes a palpable 
difference as to Holineſs, between a low under ſtate, and a 
Avuriſhing chriving condition : for the former, ſee Zeph.z.11. 
for the latter, ſee Ho. 13.6, Oh conlider, the time was when 
leſs of the world, but was there not more of Heaven ? leſs 
Trading, Buying, Selling, but more Praying, more _——— 
over our own hearts, more cloſe walking ; leſs plenty, and leſs 
iniquity ; men lay aſide old Prayer, are almoſt afraid to put up 
the New-E nrland Prayer, Lord keep me poor, and keep me humble, 
In a word, it 1 were to point out a people from whom God is 
going, by one ſure Chara&er, it ſhould be this, Such people as 
can make up that they want in God, with the prefence of the 
Creature, can ſtop the crannies, and fill empty places of the 
Heart, with Creatures and Creature-comforts : they have nor 
ſo much as they were wont to have, yer can fill up the room of 
God wich worldly delights; though God be abſent, yer if they 
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can gec more of the world, that ſerves turn, er.2.13. Hence 
mens hearts ſay, How ſhall I live without my Stare, Honour, 
Peace, Friendſhip 2 but not, How ſhall I live without God ? 

4. When a Spirit of Dviſicn and Contertion in matters of 
Gods Worſhip, ts the Spirit of the Times, and thence Keligiin 
turns inte Faftion, that is an evidence that the Lord is a leaving 
of a people. The Lord cares not to dwell in a-ſhaking rotter- 
ing houſe long : A Spiric of Love and Unity is an evidence of 
the Lords preſence, God # love, and where love rules, God 
dwells, t 70h.4.16, where Brethren live toguber in unity, there 
the Lord commanas the bleſſing, even life ſor evermore, Plal.133. 
I, 3. Utity keeps God «:monglt a people, 2 Cor. 13. 11. but 
when Societies crack in pieces, room is made for God bimſelf 
to be gone : What father loves to dwell among fighting and 
quarrelling children ?” His voice to ſuch is, 7*le be gone wntil! 
you agree, When a Houſe is a-fire, what wiſe man will continue 
cherein ? Again, a Spirit of Contention is an evidence of Gods 
anger and diſpleaſure againſt a people, Zam.4.16. and ſpeaks 
ruine each to other, 7#dg.9.20,23. Namb.21.28,29. eſpecially 


When a bleſling is taken away from the means of healing, 7er. 


14.18, Hence this evil follows upon ſuch diviſion, that Reli- 
gion is turned into FaRtion,Godlinels lyes in Parties and Siding. 
and in this and that particular Apprehenſion. As fehbu de 
ſtroyed the houſe of Ahab, and the worſhippers of Baal, out of 
a f<ttiow Spirit, and thence meaſured all Religion according 
ro his own factious Spirit, 2 Kings 10:15,16. And thus it was 
in Chriſts time, there was a divition touching matters of Reli- 
gion, ſome for one way, and ſome for another, and thus con- 
tending about Circumſtances, they loft the Subſtance, In a word, 
when men become moſt irreligious in their Religion (1 cannor 
ſpeak ic nor you hear ic with grief of heart enough) Religion 
is the occaſion of our Contentions and breach of Peace. 

5. When the Lord withholds the efficacious and viftoricus optra- 
tions of bu Spirit from his own Ordinances, that though men have 
them plentiful diſpenſed, yet they are but as 4 acad later, they are 
the Words and [rexth of men onely, without life to their Souls : 
for as.0a the contrary, no ſurer pledge of the Lords preſency 
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with a people, then when the Spirit accompanies the Ordinan- 
ces, and makes them effeRual for the good of Souls: whea the 
Lord is at the heels of the Meſſenger, and ſtriketh home to the 
heart of poor creatures, that ſee God himſelt in Ordinances, 
1 Ccr.14.25. this isa ſign the Lord is withthem: ſo v.ln 
they are continued to men, but the Spirit is not in them, they 
havethem, bur no God in them, when the Lord abſents him- 
ſelf from thoſe ſet meetings for people to meet him in, now its 
undeniable the Lord is leaving ſuch a people. But whez 75 thes, 
you will ſay, th.t the rſſicary and ovircoming power of the Spirit 
1s Withhela from Ordinances? Anſr, This is matter of great 
weight, and therefore I ſhall a little {tay upon it, and ſhew you 
whenic 1s, in thele ſpecialties. 

1. When mens hearts are not ſtirred, ana quickned, ang warmed 
by them, when the Word is lodged onely in the Porch, and ne- 
ver cometh into the Houſe : Men get ſomething to talk of, and 
hold up a Profeſſion in the world, and bear up the Name of 
Religion withall , but their Hearts are not wrought upony 
There are not ſuirable Impreſſions upon mens Hearts, to the 
Notions that men have in their Heads, for the Word comes in 

ower, when it paſſes through all outlides, and enters into the 

eart, Pſal. 45.5. Heb. 4.12. A diſcerncr of thonnhts and in- 
tents of the heart, makes the heart naked; ſo «© contra, when 
the Word is without power and virtue on the Souls of men, 
when Godis not init, when the Word is light without heat or 
life, as the Sun under a Cloud, it warms nor the Earth. Saints 
are wont to ſay of the Word, By that I hats bren quickened, 
Pſal.119. But when the Word is like a cold fire, rlfat men fic 
by and finde no warmth, ſurely the Spirit of God is not there, 
for the Spirit quick;netl., 1 Cor. 3.6, Jo.6.63. If Chrilt ſpeak, 
then there's lite, 

2. When Ordinances are onely cccaſions ana means of diſquitt, 
and of afreft »nto men, but have no further efficacy upon them, 
but to cauſe them ro go with galled and condemned Conſcien- 
ces; ſome have not ſo much as this, liveand die in Security, 
having not one awakened thought all their dayes : Bur not 
many that live under the diſpenſation of the Goſpe!, bur the 
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P Word is tothem at ſometimes, as Rev.11.9. a Word that (id: 
5 torment them that dwell on the Earth. Though they live under 
| | means of grace, and the Eternal Spirit is wreſtling with them, 
A yet they are ſo ſhut up under unbelief, and ſo in league and 
| love with luſt, that the Word doth but rorment them, There 
15 a generation of Chriſtleſs ſinners, that fret with indignation 

| ; and vexation, that they cannot enjoy pleaſures, and follow luits 

. withquiet and peace; and if they would ſpeak out whar is in 

: their heart, they would ſay to Chriſt, as the Devils, 44ar.8.29.. 
Art thou come to torment w? or as it was with thoſe that heard 

Steven, they Were cut to the heart, and gn:/1ed on him with their 
teth, ARts 7.54. Men that are in love with luſts, they cannot 
endure that God ſhould come near them, they are not able to. 
bear the ſtrokes, whereby he would break their ſtiff Spiric, bur 
grudge againſt the Lord himſelf, and fall out with the Word. 
that wotild convince them, Rom. 2. $. Hence in the ſecret of 
their hearts they could be glad to hear no more ſuch Awaken- 

g, Heart-ſearching, Sou-rowling Truths : They ſay to Goa, 
epart from wa, Job 21. 14, They pronounce that Sentence 

upon themſelves, which the Lord will pronounce at the laſt day. 

A ad thing when a poor creature is Damned above-ground. 

3. When the Word of God doth blinde and harden men in their 
{ns and vain. bepes, but not convert and ſave them from their 
ſins, Then God is with his Word, when he doth nor ſuffer 
Poor creatures to eſcape from him, when he will not let them 
alone, but plucks them by the hair of the head as ir were our 
of the fire; when he makes the Devil deliver many ſinful re- 
deemed Souls, then the Lord is with them indeed : but when ic 
is otherwiſe, the Lord is not in his Word, /1at.13.15. Mew 
came into the World and know net wherefore, and go out and know- 
not Whither , though they have -many Advantages, yet they. 
{tand ir out to the very laſt ; they have been pur into ſad plunges 
in their own pi 1:5, but have gat over them, and ſo go to Hell 
inſenſibly, When God is in his O-dinances, then ic ſhall be ſaid, 
T his nd that man was born there, Dial. 87.5. but Wwh:n few new». 
barn Chriſtians, this is a ſymprome God is not in tus Word, As 


when the Seed js ſown, and rots. under the clods, but never. 
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ſprings up, there is no bleſſing, bur a ſecret curſe on ir, Oh 
conſider of this | Are Converſions ſr:mnent amingſt us? 1s God 
—_ men our of this rueful ſtate ? If the Lord deny this ro 
us Ordinances, its becauſe he is not in them, 0% fearful wrath 
to have them, and be hardened by them, ard the abuſe of them 
to anſwer for another day! To have them, ard yet to be 
plagued more then Sodom and Gomorra/ that riever beard of 
them, in that day of Eternal Judgement ! 
4. When Ordinances are rnprefitible, ana emrty thinrs, voud | 
of Spiritual advantage; when men uſe them bur as bud bar- 


gains, they loſe rather hen gain by them : as it was with them ry 
of old, Al. 3.14. What prifit? &c, Hence take up that C 
quarrelling Complaint, 7/a.58. 3. Wherefore have we foſtea, 414 5 
thou ſceſt net ? Cc, When God is in them, then they bring on to 
more fellowſhip with God and Chritt Jeſus., then thoſe that | 
live under them are growing up in the fear of the Lord as D t- | 


i4 (Z:ch.12.8.) as the Angel of the Lora before them, vigorous 
and ative Chrittians, as it was with the Theſſalonians, 2 1 hell. 
1.3. Wh the Sun ariſeth with healing unaer his wings, then th:y 
grow wp a Calves in the ſtall, Mal. 4.2. AS 4 Watered garatn, 
1ſa.58.11. And this will be proportionable in root as well a+» 
branches, not all head and no heart : bur when the contrary 
hereunto is true, that men languiſhand wither ard fall away, 
timeis ſpent in vain, theſe unprotitable hours of life , or it 
they gain, it is onely in ſome things and nor in others , Alas ! 
that men ſhould ſpend time to no purpoſe , that men live in the 
light of Goſpel diſpenſations, and yet wa!k in the darsnets ot 
their own hearts, not knowing whether they niu't go to Hea- 
ven or Hell at lalt, little ſtabilicy, little comtourt by all che means 
they enjoy ! 

5» When men can bear the Loros ab/ence, ana hints away of | 
his face, and rt lay it tokeart as the ſuaacſt evil, They keep Sab- 
baths, and enjoy no God in them, yer the heart breaks not 
though it be thus ; this is ſad indeed, *I'1s a tok2:1 that the Lord 
is not wholly gone, that heis no: ſo gone but chat be may re- 
turn again, when he gives a heart to mourn after :im , as they 
1 Sar.7. lamented rfter the Lord : but when men can go Cayes, | 
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weeks, nay it may be moneths together, and =o /iving commu+ 
nion with God, and yer never cry, mourn and lament after him, 
this ſaith the Lord is gone indeed, and ſo gone that unleſs thou. ' 
awaken ſpcedily (for ought I know this very Sermon) he will 
never return more, but leave thee deſolate and forſaken to die 
in thy fins. Oh ! ſhall the Lord depart from thee, and have 
this to charge upon thee, That he went away from thee for 
want of being intreated to ſtay with thee? 
TU/e IV. May be a word of Exhortation. Oh mabr thu 
; your main buſineſs, to keep God with you from Generation to Gene- 
. r.1tion : | b:ſeech you ler this be the care and prayer of every 
one, The Lord onr God be With ws, as be was with orr {athrye, 
ur this Uſe reſpes both the firſt Generation, and this other 
| zeneration, 1, The firſt Generation, that have been betrulted 
. with the management of the Kingdome of Chriit and the In- 
1 tere!t of Religion (moſtly) hicherro; Labour to keep God ſtill 
. with yog, even 4s in dayes of old, and alſo to leave his Preſence with 


the Gentr ations that ave to come after you, that you may ſay upon 
your deach-beds, when you are leaving the world ro them that 
lucceed, as ſometimes old //-acl did to 7o/eph, Gen. 48.21. Be- 
pela I dir, but God ſhall be with you. 
Here conſider a few things, 

Aeotive 1. This ts the great End why the Lord hath betrnſtea 
| y”n, as he hath with his Goſpel, and why he hath done for you 
| ſuch great things as he hath done, that ſo he might propagate 
| zo '  Religiontothoſe that come aker you, P/al.78. 5,6,7. It was 

not for your ſake onely, but for. the ſake of your Children, 
that God made himſelf known unto you; now | beſeech you 


ler not the Lord be diſappointed of his end, God hath nor given 
F. his Goſpel unto men, ra a few old Chriſtians may enjoy ſome- 
F -  thingof the Preſence of the Lord while they live, and then 
b als Fe carry away the Goſpel and Religion (as * one ſaid) into the co/d 


Mr. Mit. £14901 with them when they die ,, No, but that they might hand 

| : 4, down Religion, and engage the Lords Preſence wich the Genes 

ration after them. Jes part of the Gemeration-work of every 
Chriſtian, to do his utmoſt that the Lords Name ard Honour - 

way be held up to the ſucceeding Generation, 1f you think that 

OT all 


. 
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alt the duty that lyes on you is refit ins your (elves onely, you 
are much miſtaken : A godly mans work reaches further then 
fo, P/al.77.18,19. *Tis a fad ſign God hath forſaken a people, 
when they are unmindiul of the work of their Generation. 
That was Davids Spirit, that he wou'd endeavour that Gods 
Name ſhould be declared to, and embraced by the propre that 
were to be afterwards, Val.45.17. and Atofes his Prayer, P/al. 
90.16, andthe Lords Pronule, [ſa.58.12. Thou ſoalt raiſe rp 
(Hebr. ſettle) the foundations of many Generations, of Age and 
Ape, i.e. Lay ſuch foundations of Holineſs as ſhall endure 
from Age to Age. 

Met. 2, To you u« committed a ſ}icial opportunity of propa- 
9ating Religion, and the Preſence of God to the Riſing Generation, 

1. InreſpeR of the Lord him(elf, he will do much at the Re- 
queſt of hu old Servants, A man will do much at the importu- 
nity of an ancien* Acquaintance; Pax! thought there was 
ſomething Argumentative, when he writ to Philemon, that be 
was Paxl the aged, and David made uſe of the like Argument 
with reſpe& unto himſelf in reference to this duty, P/4.71.9,18. 
The Lord knows not how to deny an old Diſciple any thing, 
You may £0 to the Lord, and tell him, I have ſerved thee 10 
many years, and thou haſt never denied me any good thing to 
this day ; I have asked much, and had much, now I come to 
ask for the continuance of thy Preſence with the. ſucceediug 
Generation, deny me not now, Lord, 

2. Inreſpilt of men, As for thoſe that are to ſucceed, they 
that are gathering to their fathers have an opportunity to do 
00d, by diſtilling the things of God into their hearts. 7o/bra 
and the Elders their Preſence did tend much to the promoting - 
of holineſs, 7oſh.24.31. 7ndg.2.7. Whilſt 7ehojadeh lived there 
was an advantage in that, 2 Chron, 24, God and Nature hath 
put an advantage into the hands of the Ancient ; Zevir. 19.32. 
Then ſhalt riſe ap before the hoary head, ani honour the face of the 
old man, and fear thy God, I am the Lord: 9.4, You deny me 
to be Lord, if you do not acknowledge Age. 

Mor. 3. Conſider, that it s for a Generatinn that I ſpeak, and 
ſach a Generation as that by many weighty and momentous Confide- 
rations * 


— 
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rations you are bound to tender, As toa Generation, for a G& 
neration, David though: it was matter of great moment, Pſal, 
71.18, 9.4. I had rather die, then cztl.ve the opportunity of making 
known the Lora to the Riſing Generation, IT 1S not one, Or two, 
or a few, bur a Generation rhat 1 plead for , and it is not onely 
a Generation, but your Generagon : now | come near indeed, 4 
(Grencration that proceeds from yoMgewn leyns, ana from your own 
bowels : Me-thinks this ſhould prove a very feeling Argument, 
1 Chron.28.9, Now Solomori my Sin, not Soloman 2 Sox, bur 
Sulomon my Son, I charge thee by the Bond of Relation, thar 
thou ſerve the God of thy fatkers, And hence Solomen himſelt 
acknowledges his care and inſtrution. What he received from 
his Parents, was an effect of their endeared affction to him, 
Prov.4.3,4. Fond affeRions will vent themſelves in fooliſh and 
_—_— things, but ſanRitied aff. ion in care to promove ho- 
lineſs, and engage the continuance of the Lords Preſence, Oh 
what love, what affeRions, what bowels towards your Chil- 
dren ? Have you none ? or if you have, how do they pur forth ? 
| labour they may have ſomething to live upon when I am gone, 
they muſt have Houſe and Land, ec. and ſhall they not have a 
God ? Shall they have your Eſtate, and not have your God to 
be their God ? Again, they are a Generation of your betrult- 
ments, a Generation committed to your care and charge to 
bring up for the Lord, and ſo in that ſenſe ſaid tro be the Loras 
Generation, Ezek.16.21, God berruſted y& with them reſpe- 
Qively to educate for himſelf, Again,are they not a Generation 
devored totheLord? Prov.31.2. Sons of vows, more particu- 
larly devoted to be the Lords, caſt upon him from the womb, 
Pſal.22.10. Again, are they not a Generation for whoſe ſakes you 
ran great hazards? Was it not for their ſakes that many came 
hicher > was not this the end? I pray conſider what was the 
thing propoſed ? hy came you into this Land ? was it not main- 
ly with reſpe#t to the Rifing Generation ? And what with reſpe& 
to them ? was it to leave them a rich and a wealthy people ? 
wes irto leave them Houſes, Lands, Livings? Oh no: but to 
l-ave God in the mid!t of them, Apain, are they not a Gene- 
ration that call for che u:moſt care and help that may be afforded 
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to them on all hands, a poor needy Generation hard beſtead, 
it may be more then cheir fathers in ſome reſpeRts, Vemprations 
as great, Corruptions as ſtrong, Hearts as -bid, and having 
been freed from ſach Perfecutions, AfMiRtions, &e, they have 
not had ſuch opportuni:ies their fathers had, to know and ſce 
what was in their hearts, Me-thinks t ſee them like a company 
of Children in a Boat that is driven out to Sea, may be it may 
come to ſhore, but in greater danger to fink or drown theh 
otherwiſe, Yea, are therg not ſad ſympromes of the Lords 
departure from them 2 Is nor all in hazard to be loſt ? Whar 
think you of a Veſſ:1 at Sea that ſprings a leak, and takes in 
water apace, and Marriners ſome dead, many ſick, a few teft to 
keep Pump going, Are they not in danger to link and periſh in 
the waters? is ic not ſo here ? Apain, if you conſider the time 
paſt, or time to come, they both put you upon the utmoſt care 
and diligence, Time paſt : How much time u gone, but how little 
5s done for the Riſing Generation ? little Faith, little Prayer, licrle 
Pattern-walking. Nay, are there not many that lay ſtumbling- 
blocks in their way? I know men are apt to complain againlt 
the Riſing Generation, and it cannot be denied but that there is 
cauſe enough, 1 would to God I and all the Lords people were 
rightly ſenſible of it ; but I beſeech you conſider whether you 
pie not too much occaſion thereunto : Do they not ſe& your 

ride, your Worldlineſs, your Paſſion, yowr Vanity ? and doth 
not this harden and (tumble them ? And if not ſo, yer Duty is 
negle&ed ; it may be if you prayed more, they would be more 
| —_— : Or with reſpe& to time to come, 'tis but a little while 

e tO be with you, we may improve that of the Apoſtle, 2 Per. 
1,713.14, ſhortly you muſt put off the earthly tabernacle, there- 
fore improve your little time for the good of chem that areto 
come after you, 

Mot.q. Sincire Endeavour to continue the Lords Preſence with 
Aftr-Gener ations, ſhall not be without ſome good ſucceſs, 1 dare be 
bold to ſay that the Lord will not leave your Poſterity, unleſs by 
+ , your remuſsneſs you declare you do not much care whether 
. abide with them yea or no. Do yow your duty, and the Lord w 

«wet (ye behinge hand in that Which # hue work : If you beginro be 
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glutted wich the Preſence of the Lord your ſelves, that you do- 
not think-it worth the pains taking, to leave Him and his Pre- 
ſence as the greateſt Bleſling to your Children after, you, then 
no marvel though he remove away : Butif you are reſolved to 
keep him not onely with your'ſelves, buc with yours alſo, 1 tell 
you he cannot finde in his heart to leave ether you or them, 
Prov.2.2.6. Inan ordinary courſe of Providence it ſhall be ſo , 


then beable to ſay, as David to Solomon, 1 Chron, 28.20, The 


Lord God, even my God will be with thee, be will not fail thee 
nor forſake thee. 

Mot. 5. What Comfort will this be, when upon good ground; 
you are perſwaded the Lord will be with thoſe that come after yon, 


even as be was with you? No greater joy, then that you have 


had a care of Poſterity, and that it hath not been in vain, 3 7oh. 
3.4; this glads the heart of godly Parents, Prov. 23, 15,16, 
24,25. See Demt.30.2. 

. Queſt, But what ſhall we do that We may retain the Lords 
Preſence with us, and convey the ſame to thoſe after ws ? 

Anſw. Be willing to do what you can do : (this makes way for 
all other DireRions) Oh ! do what you can for the future Ge- 
neration, Its true, you cannot give them regenerating and ſan- 
Rifying grace, bur let not that diſcourage you from what you 
can + and though you cannot, yet know that one can, who is 
infinitely more gracious to the Souls of men then thou arr. 
Negleft not duty, becauſe you cannot do more then your dmty ; Oh 
livea great while in a little time; Do more in one-year, then in 
ſeven before : AS [ſrail in the Wilderneſs made more diſpaich of 
the way the laſt year, then in thirty before, ſo here, reſpeR- 
ing the Riſing Generation, . But more particularly. 

1. If you would have the Preſence of the Lord continued to 
thoſe that are to come after you, then make ſure of this, that you 
enjoy the ſpecial _— of God your ſelves. 1f you would leave 
Gods Preſence with others, you mult be ſure to enjoy God 
_ ſelves; If God in Chriſt be your God, then yon may 
ave hopes that God will be the God of your ſeed, according to 
the Promiſe, Gen, 17,7, He that hath no intereſt in God, can- 
not inſure any intereſt co others ; He that hath onely a —_ 

incereſt - 
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intereſt, an intereſt in the viſible Covenant, he can do no more 
for his childe but leave that unto him, he cannot believe for any 
more, nor a& faith ſor any more : An hypocrite canner believe 
that God will be the God of his childe by ſpccial grace, for he that 
hath no faichto lay hold of God for himſelf, hath not faich co 
lay hold of God for his childe : Be ſure therefore of this, that 
. youare under the Promiſe and Covenant in the Spiricual part 
of it, Tov never knew yet, but the Lord did take hold ſavingly of 
ſome at leaſt of the peſterity of thoſe that were indeed godly. Da- 
vid, a man ot great obſervation and experience in the world, 
tells what he could ſay to this, P/ſal.37.25. Nay, its made ſome 
kinde of evidence of Sincerity when a mans repentance is ſuch, 
as that father and his childe repent roo, Dewtr.30.6, Not but 
that a man may repent, and his childe never repent, its poſ- 
ſible chat a man may be converted, and-children many of them 
never converted, but it is not uſual: this is ſomething a rare 
thing, that a man ſhould be godly, and his children all ungodly, 
molt ordinarily if a man turn with all his heart, his children 
turn too, ſooner or later, more or fewer of them, 

2, Be very careful in the due performance of -Family-axties, 
toward: them that are under your charge. This is the Lords great 
Command, Dext.6.7. and Abrahams ſpecial Commendation, 
Gen,18.19. the want of this the Lord puniſhes with reje&ting 
ſuch children, 1 Sam.3.15, 

But whar'are theſe Ducies ? 

I, Overſight of the Wwayes of the Family, that they yield ont- 
ward Obedience to God, and particularly in Santifying the Sab- 
bath, You ſhall finde Religion lives and dies, as men are exact 
or remiſs in obſerving the Sabbath : And it is obſerveable, that 
the very. words of the fourth Commandment doth expreſfly 
binde all Maſters of Families, (which is not to be found in any 
other Commandment) Thox, and thy Son, and thy Danghter, 
-Ex0d.20.10. the Lord ſpeaks by name to- Family-governours, 
_ - it were t0 make them Overſeers of ſanRifying the Sab- 

th, | 

2, Toinſtruft them in matters of Religion, that they may mot 
'onely profeſs it, but feel the power of it 1n life and —— 
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Thus were Parents commanded of old, Dext.6.7. Prcv.22.6. 
2 Tim,3.15. 

3. A careful Endeavour that they may profit by the Publick 
Ainiſtry, When Miniſters work in Publick is done, the Fa- 
mily-work begins : for this, ſee Chriſts example, ark 4.13. 

4. A drclaration of the admirable Works of God for bus peeple, 
Joſh. 4.6,21, Plal.22.31, & 78.4. 

5- By giving them a good Example : Precept without Pat- 
terns will do lictle good ; you muſt lead them to Chriſt by Ex- 
amples as well as Counſel , you muſt ſer your ſelves firſt, and 
ſpeak by Lives as well as words; you muſt live Religion, as 
well as talk Religion, 79.24.15. This is rather to be attend- 
ed, becauſe Families are the Seminaries of Church and Com- 
mon-wealth, Keep the Lord with you in Families, and keep him 
thin in all Secicties ;, let him go thence, and be will quickly go from 
the reſt. Here begins all Apoſtacy and degeneration , the ruine 
of Churches and Country ſprings from thence : Ruine Fami- 
lies, and ruine all ; $0 on the other hand, keep God there, and 
keep him every-where, The Generation to come will reap the 
fruic of FamilysEducation ; ſuch Children as you bring up, 
ſuch Parents will they be, when you are gone, to their Chil- 
dren, and ſuch Children ſhall they have who are Parents in the 
next Generation, 7os then that are Governours of Families, are 
the very making or marring of the world,Ofa. 1 44.12. Unleſs Poſte- 
rity be poliſhed, hewn and ſquared by Nomeſtical Diſcipline, 
they are never fic to be ſtones in Gods building, Are not ſome 
Parents worſe then that rich Glutton, who being in Hell de- 
fred concerning his fathers houſe, .that they might be fore- 
warned, and therefore deſired Abraham to ſend Lazar to hue 
bruhren to teſtifie to them, that they come not to the place of tor- 
ment, Luke 16.27,:8? But you will not admoniſh them, you 
will not teach chem Aeſes and the Prophets, you will not ſhew 
them the danger hanging over their heads, you will not lead a 
good Example before them while you live. Oh! you may fear 
thar your Children one day will curſe you, and wiſh that they . 
had been the Children of 7adians rather. 

3. Krep as mych of God as you were wont to do in your owe 
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Hearts and Converſations : Suffer not the Lord to go away in 
any degree or meaſure out of your hearts. In a word, keep up 
the life and power of godlineſs in your own Souls, The Lord 
never takes away bus viſible preſence from the ſucceeding Genera» 
tion, wnieſs he take away his ſecret inward preſince frem former p 
Generations, The ſecond Generation ſeldome or ever prove to- : 
tall Apoſtares, bur the hrſt are deep ſecret Heart-revolters, } 
Heart-lins in the firſt, grow up into Life-ſins in the ſecond , 
if you decline at all, they will decline altogether. -T he loſs of 
the firſt love us enough to remove the C analeſtich, Rev.2.4,5. You 
complain againſt the Pride, Profaneneſs of young ones, and alas * 
that there is ſuch cauſe ! Oh but who is there amongſt you that 
cries out of the ſecret ſins of their own hearts > Thoſe fins of 
a ſecond growth of Profaneneſs in ſome, Worldlineſs in many, 
Deadneſs and Formality in all; Ah! who is it that looks 
on the hard heartedneſs, impenicency of this ſecond Genera- 
tion, and ſayes, that now the Lord is p— hard heart- 
edneſs upon my Childe, he is whipping me on his back, Men, 
Brethren and Fathers, You had once another Spirit, had you 
not? A right New-England Spirit, Oh! ſhould I knock at 
your breaſt, and ask, 1s the old Zeal, Love, Heavenly: minded- 
neſs that was in this Heart twenty, thirty years ago, is it there 
ſtill? Are you the ſame men you were? Are you not ſtrangely 
changed ? Have you as much of Godas you had? Hath nor 
the World got ſomething? Wife and Children ſomething ? ' 
Trials and Temptations of a New Place, or hard beginnings 
gor ſomething ? Oh 1 have you not lived to ſee much of ou 
ormer life and godlineſs laid in the grave ? Have you the 
Hearts you had? Are your worſt dayes now as good as your ' 
beſt then? ſo it is with growing Saints that live much with 
God: Qr rather is not the contrary true, that you are grown 
old and grown cold, cold indeed, cold at heart, Aged in years, 
and decayed in power of godlineſs! But why do I complain ? 
Let me perſwade , Oh recover, recover firength for your own 
Souls ſake, and for the ſake of the Generation that « to come aſtir 
you. How can you hope that you ſhould ever finde much of the 
Lords Preſence, if you that once had it loſe ir, and ſee it no 
D 3 more? 
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more? If in your time Profeſſion and Lukewarmneſs go hand in 
hand together, then in theſe that come after you Pro'iſſion ani 
Profanen(ſ; ſhall go hand in hand together : If you keep your 
Religion and Forms with their bats, they that ſucceed will be 
Profeſſors with their byts, Youare Chriſtians, Ay ! but cold, 
but dead, but lifeleſs : They ſhall be Profeſſors, bur vicious, bat 
jeering, bat ſcoffing, but drinking Companions, What hopes 
that the nexc Generation will ever enjoy much of the Preſence 
of Gods frace, and power of godlineſs, if you ſee it dead 
and buried before you go to your graves? I remember whar 
the Prophet Elyjah ſaid ro Eliſoa, it he could ſee when he was 
taken up in the tiery Chariot, it ſhould be ſo, bur if not,it ſhould 
not be ſo, 2 Kings 2.10. Iallude toir thus , If the Riling Gene- 
Fation could ſee you going to Heaven with a great meaſure of 
Z-al, Life, Spiritvalneſs, then there might be ſome hopes, that 
they char are left behinde might enjoy a double portion of your 
Spirit ; butif they ſee your Life lolt, Love cooled, Godlineſs de- 
cayed, how can it be ? 

4. Lay ont Faith and Prayer for them to the utmoſt : There is 
no help in Earth, but there is help in Heaven, Plead with God, 
and plead bard , Believe, and believe ſtrongly : Pray more, and 
ſpeed better , the Lord will ſuffer himſelf ro be Commanded in 
this caſe, 74.45.11. you have very good hold of God in the 
Word, Dext.3e.6. and when you pray, you muſt pray feeling- 
ly, i.e. with a heart ſenſible of their fins. Let the fins of the 
Riſing Generation, be the burthen of the firſt Generation , their 
Unbelief, the matter of their Complaint before the Lord, 
Mary complain their Children have not ſuch Priviledges as they 
ought, I pray God grant that they may all have what the Lord hath 
appointed for them + But alas ! where is the man that complains, 
that his Childe wants ſaving knowledge of Jeſus Chrilt 2 Oh 
where is the Parent that ſayes in bicterneſs of Soul, My Childe 
hath a hard Heart, and a proud Will, an unteachable Spirit , 
Civil heis, bur alas, that's all che Religion I can ſee ? Oh thar 
there were more of thoſe Complaints in ſecret before the. 
Lord! 1 verily believe the Lord will awaken a Spirit of Prayer, 


' before he gives us any ſure pledges of bis abiding with us,in all 
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ſorts of men amongſt us, See how David prayes for S:/omon, 
1 Ckren.29.19, and this will fetch bleflings, win it in Heaven, 
ana we..r itin Earth, Monica, Auſtin's Mocher, after ſhe had 
cried and wept to a godly Miniſter tor her. then ungodly Son, 
was anſwered by that good man, Fieri nequit ut filins tantars'm 
lacrrymarym pereat ; It cannot be that a Childe of ſo many 
Frayers and Tears ſhould periſh, Anditis obſerveable, That 
before the Lord give out any ſpecial Generation- mercy, he tum- 
bles, he prepares his people for that mercy by deep humiliation, 
he uſually layes them exceeding low as in fir it Converſion, with 
reſpe to perſonal mercies, ſo with reſpe& to Generation-mer- 
cy. The continuance of the Lords P:efence Generation after 
Generation, isa very ſignal mercy, and God the Lord will 
humble his people in order to this mercy, and this humiliation 
wi!l cauſe you to ſanCtifie Gods Name, though he ſhould take 
away his Preſence, Ezek.3.12. Secondly, He brings a ſentence 
of death on the mercy, that to the eye of Senſe and Reaſon 
there is no likelihood that ever ic ſhould come to paſs, nay it 
grows more unlikely every day then other , as with //r.«/ in 
Egypt, Exod.5. Iſaac mult be bound, laid on the Altar, the 
krufe at his throat, that ſo Faith might receive him, as it were 
from the dead. Truly this makes me hope that the Leras Preſence 
may yet cominue with his people in our Generations, becauſe that 
mercy ſeems to be a drad mercy: There is no likelihood that it 
ſhould be ſo, the knife is at //aac's throat ,, Faith can fetch J/aa« 
from the Altar, 74.26.19, When Churches are dead, and the 
Members of Churches are dead, yet then the Covenant lives, 
the Promiſe lives. Oh look to the Lord in that word 7/2. 65. 
22, to the end, and 62.9, 

5. 1f you wonld have God to be with you and yours after you, 
then ſee that you, each one in your reſpiftive places, are With ana 
for the Lord: You have the duty and encouragement laid be- 
fore you,2 Chron. 15.2. A profeſling People they alwayes break 
with God firſt, before he breaks with them, *Tis the very end 
of the Lords works and diſpenſations to you, that ſo you might 
be for him, 1/4a.43.21. Queſt. Bur you will ſay, What « thu 
to be with the Lord ? How ſhall We be ſo with or for the Lord, as 
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that we may be (ure be will fill be with and for w? Anf, Work, 
* and work for God in your ſeveral capacities; Parents, Husbands, 
Wives, it you do not work for him, you are not with him ; 
Mark 13.34. He g.wve to every man hu work,, ard therefore ic 
is that cheir working wich God is ſaid to be a being with Gud, 
Heſ.9.8. The watchmen of Ephraim Was with my God, 1e, they 
did the work of God ; and fo walking with God, as you may 
ſee by that of David, 1 Kings 4. and of Hezthieb, 2 King.18. 
6,7. 2. Be for the ſþtcial intereſt of God: Mat.12,30. He 
that i not rith me © againſt me , Zech.9.7, He that remaineth 
ſhall be for our God, i.e, for his Glory, for his Chriſt, for his 
Cauſe, Labour therefore for a Publick Spirit, let all your own 
intereſt give way to his, Oh ler nothing be dear in compari- 
ſon of Chriſt and his intereſt, As 20.24. To be of a private 
Spirit is not to be for God, 3. [na ſpecial manner ſce that you 
are for by ——_— : This is called the Kingdome of God, 
Afts 1.3. If for Chriſt, then for his Kingdome, That man « 
wot for God or Chriſt, that i« not for Ordinances : Theſe are called 
the Name of Chriſt, As 15.14,16, He that is not for build- 
ing Gods Tabernacle, would not indeed that God ſhould have 
a Name amongſt men. Remember what you = when you came 
into the Church, ſa.44.5. I am the Lords , eſpecially ſce that you 
be for thoſe Inſtitutions and Ordinances that ave ordained by Chriſt, 
to bring the Riſing Generation into a profeſſed ſubjeAion unto the 
Goſpel of Chrift, Oh take heed how we turn them out of Gods In- 
beritauce, left you bring a curſe upon your Souls, and their Soul: 
{nt you, 1 Sam, 28.19. when God takes them into his Covenant, he 
aith be Will be a God to them, Gen, 17, T ake beed bow you deny 
them any part in the Lord, tft thereby they turn to ſerve other godr, 
Joſh.22.24,25. where the Lord will enlarge Covenant-mercy, Ob 
rremble to ſtr aighten it or bound it to the Precepts of men : we and 
our poor C bildren after na, have need enough w; all the grace of the 
Covenant, let ws not deſpiſe it, or caſt them out our ſelves from it. 
Jf that be the Lords word, that the children of hus ſervants ſpall 
continue, and their ſeed be eftablifhed brfore him, Plal. 102, 28, 
Labour not ro make that Promiſe of no effeft, Meſt certam it 1s, 
that the Lords Preſence i to be (ought and enjoyed in Gods Wayer, 
and 
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and in them only. Will the Lord abide with a Generation that have 
nothing to do wich a Church-ſtate, Ordinances, Miniſtry, and the 
viſible outward Adminiſtrations of the thingrof his Houſe ? I know 
he may for a while , But will be long ? No verily, if they muſt have 
wothing to do with thiſe, God will have nothing to do With them, 

6. Maintain a Svirit of Love towards God, and towards one an- 
ether : If you love, he will not leave you, Be not like Fpbeſus that 
[:ft their firſt love, but repent and do your firſt works, Rev.2.3, 
Love 1s a uniting grace, and will not let che perſon beloved go : 
This keeps God in Heaven, becauſe nothing but love is there , 
for where that is, he will be, 1 7oh.4.18. 7oh.14.23. If ever the 
Lord leave you or yours after you, iz will be becauſe he is not 
loved : nd if it be asked why did the Lord ſo ſoon forſake his 
people, after that he had done ſo much for them ? the Lord will 
anſwer and ſay, It was becauſe 1 could not have their hearts, I 
went away for want of love. Oh ! it is matter of f.id lamentation, 
that there is ſuch a ſpirit of dying affection towards Chriſt in New- 
England. There is ſad declinings in the Spirit of the Churches, 
the Lord knows : If the Lord take away any thing of his Preſence, 
they can make up the want of God in the enjoyment of the Crea- 
ture, as ſome men do when they paſs by old hedges, they chrow 
buſhes in and ſtop up gaps, ſo do men itop all cheir gaps, all their 
breaches, with brambles and buſhes of Creatures : yea ſome, if 
the Lord take away any choice mercy fromthem, what do they 
do? why, they grow jealous of him, and love him the leſs , the 
reaſon why he takes away their beloved, is that he may have their 
whole heart, Hof. 2.6, Ab! how many particular perſons are 
there unto whom Chriltis a ſtumþling-block ? ſome offended ar 
one thing, ſome at another ; ſome like not this Rule, ſome nor 
that Command, ſome are diſpleaſed at this Providence, and 0- 
thers at that ; Oh that you would co.1ſult with your own hearts ' 
Have you quit one lult for Chriſt > more delight ic may be in vain 
jollity, then in ſecret Prayer, 2, Love one to anvther, 2 Cor. 
13, Breaches make way for God to be gone, 

7. Get a ſympathizins Spirit with the gaſping, groaning,bireaing 
ana ayins condition of that Generation that ave to ſuccerd you, Oh 
90k upon them with an eye of pity, and let your hearts mour . 
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much for them in ſecret. It may be they ſpeak not for your com- 
paſſions, and how ſhall they ? many of them know nor their own 
miſery : but their condition calls aloud for all the Prayers, Tears, 
Faith of the Lords precious ones amongſt us, 

1, Takea view of thcir preſent ſtate, And what is it? Is it not 
that which ;ultly deſerves all che compaſſions that may be? If to 
be wichour God and Chriſt, and in danger of death and ruine 
every moment; if to be dead to all Calls, and bold and deſperate 


in wayes of Sin and Security, be a condition to be pitied, many ot 


them need pity, Ah! did thy Redeemer mourn over thy Soul, 
and haſt thou no tears for others? It's ſaid of Chriit when he 
care to Latarm grave, He wept, becauſe he loved him, Do you 
not go to the graves of dead Souls every day ? but where is 
your affe&tionate rowling of bowels? where are your ſighs and 
groans? poſſibly one may hear you complain and bewail their 
deprivement of outward Priviledges ; Oh but where is that man, 
and where is the woman that bewails before the Lord the Spiri- 
tual miſery of young men and women ? that ſaith in ſecre., Oh 
what Preaching do they enjoy, what Sermons do they hear, what 
Means do they partake of > Oh but what hearts have they > Oh 
how blinded , how hardened, how unperſwadeable ! as if the 
the Lord ſent his Meſſenger upon that errand 7/4.6.10. 

2, Conſider preſent Providences,and they call for pity and com- 
paſlion towards them : The things that concern their peace and 
comfort cannot be effeRted and accompliſhed for their good ; 
much talking, but little practiſing : Nay, that which concerns 
their Interelt is made the Butt of Contention, as if the Lord would 
divide hu people, when they are conſpiring to promote the welfare 
of the Riſing Generation. Again, thoſe that are moſt likely to promove 
their beſt good, are ſnatched away ap1ce one after an«ther, What 
will becoine of poor Children, when Heads of Families die ? what 
will become of unskilful Paſſergers, when Pilot and able Steer- 
man 1S taken away ? what will become of this Generation,when thiſe 
that ſrould lead them and light them in the way of Heaven, may net 
live ont half their dyes amonoſt thrm. Good Lord, let not that 
befall chem, that ſometime did 1/-/ of old, that they ſhould 


have ſuch Prophets as ſhould make them yain, and ſpeak a viſion 
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of their own hearts, and not out of the mouth of the Lord, that 
ſhould ſay to them char deſpiſe God, The Lord hath ſaid ye ſhall 
have peace ; and toevery one that walketh in the imagination of 
his own heart, No evil ſhall come to you : ſo that ehcy ſhould 
ſtreng:hen the hand of evil doers, that none return from his 
wickedneſs, bur that from the Prophets of 7er»ſalem profanencſs 
ſhall go forth into all the Land, er.23.14,16.19. 

Again, 3. If you look to What thiir condition 1s like to be at liſt ; 
Will God bear alwayes with a carnal enſavoury Generation ? 
Muſt they not bring good fruit, or elſe will they not be in danger 
to be cut down ? Afat.z.10 Will a few Leaves of Civilicy and 
Formality ſave them from the curſe 2 will ſuch lifting up to Hea- 
ven not make way to the thruſting down to Hell ? Afar.11.23, 
This I will ſay, that amongſt the poſterity of a profeſling people, 
they will cirher be the moſt happy, or the moſt unhappy Generation. 
Oh ! go ger a ſpiric of pity then, You can do bur little, but can 
you not pray? have you no bowels? have you no tears? Ol 
g0 draw them on to godlineſs, bring them near to God by Faith 
and Prayer, yea and by all wayes of his appointment, count it nor 
want of grace ſo to do, Whather think you had more grace, 
Chriſt or his Diſciples ? yet we ſee Chrilt was tender towards 
.. Children, and loth to rejeRt them, when as his Diſciples were 
rigid cowards them, 

Bur ir is time for us to addreſs our (elves to this preſent Genera» 
ticn, 1 may ſpeak unto youin the words of Daniel, (Dan. 5.27.) 
Wherefore let my Counſel be acceptable unto you, retain the Lords 
Preſence with you. I know it 15 a very {cute thing ro ſpeak 
prevailingly unto a Generation that have been brought up under 
the ſolemn Warnings of Gods Word,and yet not wrought upon; 
It's a very difficult thing to do good in a backſliding time, when 
men have been accuſtomed to ſend away the Lord from theic 
hearts : It's now a hard work to perſwade men to hold him by 
main ſtrength, and not to let him go. In times of degeneracy 
there is not much likelihood of doing much good, 7er.25.3,4,F- 
Secure hearts that have had many Means, many Warnings, many 
Years, and not awakened, if one ſhould riſe from the deadro 
ſuch an one he will do little good, Zeke 16.31, Yet I will try once 
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wore what the Lord wilt do, though me-rhinks my work is ſome- 
thing like Ezekiel, Chap.z7, who was there commanded to pro-- 
pheſte over dead bones : I know I have dead hearts to deal with- 
all, but yet the Lord may breathe the breath of life into them , 
T herefore, O Generation, ſee ye the Word of the Lord, Jer.2.31, 7ou 
that are the ſucceeding and ſurviving Generation, whatever you part 
with, part nat with God, keep God with you whatever you keep, 
or not keep. -And to ſtir up hereunto, let me ſpread before you 
theſe Con!:tderations. 
I. That the Lora will moſt undoubtedly leave and forſake you, 
wnleſs you do to. the utmoſt of what you can do to keep him among ſt 
your. The Lord is reſolved on it, he will not abide wich you,excepr 
you do beliege him wich your prayers, tears, cries and grours 
not to be gone : Se/:mon did no more then need required, when 
he cried to kim, Be with ws, Verily the Lord will not chruſt him- 
ſelf upon ſuch a Generation as do but little care for his Preſence , 
Jf you are of an indifferent ſpirit, at a kinde of diſway in y ur 
own thoughts as it were, the Lord will ſoon reſolve the caſe, 
132.11,12. And therefore take the Counſel the Lord gives, 
fer. 6. 8. Be inſtrufted, leſt my ſoul depart from yur, Make no 
other account but the Lord will take away lis Preſence and 
leave you deſolate, excep: you rowſe up out of your Security, 
and bz more in earnelt with him then you have been hitherto, 
Thoſe endeavours that you have put forth, will not keep God 
amonglt you : If you ſeek him with all your heart and foul, you 
may finde him, Det, 4. and after the ſame manner that he 1s 
fourd, he is kept among! a people, and therefore 1 may make ule 
of thoſe words, ho ts on the Lords file, who? 1h is berr 
to keep the Preſerce of God withythem, as he was with their 
farhers, who? Ah! how will you ever beabie ro ſtand before 
God, men, or your own Conſcierces another day, when it ſhi!l 
be charged upon you, that it was becauſe ob your ſloth and neglt- 
ence,& ſupine ſecurity that God is gone from the midit of you ? 
Mot, 2. There tu n5 little Fxpettotion concerning yorts, You gre 
1 Generation of great hopes and great fears ; The Lord ex oh 
much trom you, that you will do much for the glory of his Nang, 
Iſa.63 8. He [.iis, Surely they are children that will not lic, he am 
cen 
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been expeRing a long time, Lake 13.7, and your predeceſſors, - 
thoſe that have bzen before you, all their expeations under God 
himſelf, arein you ; they hope you will ſtand up in their ſtead, 
and bear up the Cauſe of Religion when they are gone : And ſo 
alſo you are a Generation of preat fears, ſome they have a holy 
fear concerning you, ſuch a fear as was ſometimes in the heart of 
704 towards his Children, Chap. 1, leſt you ſhould ſin againſt - \. 
God, leſt you ſhould forget God, and the things of God : yea { 
the Lord is pleaſed to expreſs himſelf ſo, as if he had ſome fears " 
concerning the riling aod ſucceeding Generation of a _— 
people, P/al.78.5. And ſome they have a ſinful fear , Satan an 
all wicked men they are affraid what you will do, they are affraid 
leſt you ſhould ſtrengthen what your fathers have done before you : | 
And I pray take notice what you have in your hands, it is to pro- | 
move or interrupt the glory of Religjon , you will be inſtrumen- 

tall (above what your fathers have been) either ro the advantage : «1 
or diſadvantage of Religion , the Name of Chriſt will either gain #3 
or loſe much by you, If two Generations be for God and the $1 <"? 
wayes of God, this will be for the honour of Gods Name, and 4 
therefore it is that the Lord is ſo delighted in his Name, 7 «m the ! 
God of Abraham, Iſaac, and acob, the God of three Generations. . . 
it's greatly for the glory of God, when Truth hath the advantage = 
of a double Generation, ſo on the contrary Religion will ſuffer + _ + 
exceedingly if you deſert ir, If ic be ſatd, that the very children 1Chr<a * j 
pulled down what their fathers bnilded, this will caſt dſhonour 23-1- 
upon the way they walked in,7«dg.2.17. and the Lord complains | 
ot wrong and reproach ca't upon him, when men turn away 
from him to wayes of (in, Fer.2.5. I may alludeto the words of : 
Paxl ſpoken in another caſr, 1 Ccr.9. 15, Jt were better for me to | 
die, then that any ſhould make my olory 2511 ,, it were better tor you 
to die, then that Gods Name ſhould ſuff-r by you, 25 it will ſuffer 
if you keep not the Lords Preſence with you, Oh take heed what 
you do, take heed how you ſad the heart ©: God, and godly men, 
and how you glad the heart of Satan and the wicked, 

Mot. 3. Confiacr tht it is the turn of your Genryaticn to f.:n4 
up for God, and what can you do for him if he br not with ye ? Elcers 
are gathered away both in Chitrch and Common-wealth, their 
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work is done as to many of them already, and the Goſpe! and 
Ordinances are to be tranſmitted into your hands, che Aﬀairs of 
Chriſts Kingdome will be upon your ſhoulders , Your fathers be- 
fore you ſerved God in their Generation, 7ndg.2.7. As 13.36. 
they lived and died in the faith of the Goſpel, and the proſeflion 
thereof, and now you come toaGt your part, the Lords voice to 
you is, Lock, you now to it, I truſted your fathers, and gave them 
my Laws and Statutes, and they were faithful to cheir death, and 
now they reſt from their labours, and their works follow them, 

ard now I put the like upon you that 1 d'd upon them ; Oh how 
will you manage this betruſtment without the Lords Preſence ? 
Conlider 1, The greatneſs of your Generation work, *tis too heavy 

for the ſhoulders of any Angel in heaven to bear : Look at per- 
ſonal concerns, look at publick concerns, its not work for men, 
for our ſelves, but for. God, 2. The dayes wherein you live are 
backſliding times, evil dayes,z T im.z.1, times of great degeneracy 
and Apoltacy : Alas ! lictle humble walking now, little ſelf denial, 
little holineſs, Oh how weighty and difficult is their work, that 
are now called out to ſtand up for Chriſt ? It is difficult at any 
time, Onus humerss Angelicis formidandum, as Chryſoſtom ſaith 
concerning the work of the Miniſtry, A b«rthen that the ſhoulders 
of Angels might ſoake ro come under, but eſpecially in ſuch times 
wherein we are fallen : How hard is it to keep up an Houſe when 
it's falling down, to keep the Ship from ſinking, when the leak 
that is ſprung hath almoſt filled4t with water. 3. The bands that 
help they are but few, and thoſe that hinder are many : what can 
be done at ſuch a time as this,if the Lords preſence be not with us ? 
Mot. 4. Tos bave many ſpecial Engagements to hold God with pou, 

be #s your fathirs God, and not willing to leave you : The holy Gholt 
=_ counſel not to forſake our fathers friend, Prov.27.9. much 
eſs your fathers God. 1t's an heart-end:aring conſideration, that 

God was the God of Relations, this helps to ſweeten the preſence 
of Godto us; as men in other things they will not pare with 
what was their Progenitors, Oh this was my fathers, and I will 
nat part with it : ſo hcre, Z:0d,15.2. he isa God left, commend- 
£1 and bequeathed ro you by your fathers , Thoſethat knew how 
£:-0d he was, lef; this with you as their molt waghty a = 
. : that 


: band will follow you, «ag. 2.15. and at laſt you ſhall die in fin, Ezch,18. 
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that whatever you did, you wou!d make choice of the Lord to be your ©, 
God, 1 Chre.28.9. 1 Kin.2.3,4. 3. You have the pattern and example; 
of roſe that were before you to. encourage hereunto: what is it not well 
with them? did they not live in peace and die in comfort ? Peace and truth 
was in their dayes , they never repented of their choice they made : verily 
their holineſs will be a dreadful witneſs againſt you, when the Lord ſhall 
ſay as 7er.22.15,16, Bu: Gods Preſence was lite to them: we may well 
ſay as Ruth 1. 16. Intreat me nt to leave thee, or to return from following 
«f.er thee, whither thou goeſt I will go, thy prcple ſhall be my people, and thy 
God my God, 4. The colt and care that PreCerefſors have been ar, that 
ſo they might leave God with children,is to be ſerioully thought of, they* 
may ſay of the —__ and Ordinances thereof, as 2 Sam.23.17. They 
purchaſed them with hazard of their lives, as ſometimes } acob gave 7o- 
/eph a bleſſing, that he took out of the hand of the Amorites with hi 
ſword and bowe, Gen.48.22. | 
Mot.y. What will become of you if God be not with you ? \ what a condi- 
tion will you then bein, if God leave you and caſt you out of his ſight ? 
7er.16.12,13. 1. Your fins will be worſe then the fins of others, 2 Kis. 
21,11, 2, You will not be one whit berter in reſpeR of any mae or 
vantage, that you have ſprung from thoſe that had the Lordto be thei 
God, Ezch.16.2,3,4,5. 1/a.57.3,4. 3- The want of Gods Preſence will - 
bring a curſe upon all bleſſings,and make your condifion more miſerable 
then the worſt. In this life nothing bur plagues, woes, miſeries,Hyſi3:3. -* 
Dent.31.17. yea enemies that ſhall prey on you, will pretend they tlo it 
juſtly, Fer.50.7. Ordinances,Sabbaths, Sermons, ſhall blinde,harden,and  - 
ſeal you up in fin, Oh! to be prayed, heard, wept down to Hell, haw. 
dreadful is that ? You ſhall be plagued above others, Amos 3.2. Gods *, 


9,10. and be caſt off for ever, 1 Chren.29.9. fer.16.12,13. andgoto 
Hell, though the children of Abraham, Zuk.16.24. your godly Parerits 
will be ſo far from helping you, that they will rejoyce and bleſs God for 
executing Juſtice upon you to all Ecernity ; neither your fathers,nor the - 
God of your fathers will own you : Bur oh ler it be our prayer and care, , - 
that the Lord on God may be with 14, as be Was With our fathers, let hims © 
not leave us nor forſake us. Ba” 
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